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FORGIVENESS. 
The question has often been propounded how far 
forgiveness ought to be extended. Are we to for- 


cive all our enemies? are we to fergive our great 


est enemies ?>-—Our answer to these questions is, that 
all our enemies must be forgiven, and that no enemy 
can injure us so greatly, as to justify us in not forgiy- 
ing him. But I say unto you forgive your enemies, 
do good to them-that hate you, and pray for them 
iliat despitefully use you and persecute you.” Mat. 
An unforgiving disposition towards any human crea- 
ture notwithstanding his crimes may be unparalleled, 
Is strictly forbidden by the Gospel ; it is condemned 
ty the prayer and example of Jesus Christ, and by 
the patience, long sufferisg and unlimited forgive- 
ness of God. Men are ever prone to be partial in 
ihe objects of their forgiveness ; being more ready 
to overlook a great fault in cne, than a small offence 
in another. But our duty is to be impartial and un- 
iversal in our forgiveness. It is frequently enquired 
whether men, in the full career of sin, can be forgiv- 
er, if they should die suddenly in their transgressions ? 
Suppose, for example, the murderer. the profane 
man, &c. I will answer these queries by asking what 
would be our duty in regard to such men? would it 
be our duty to forgive aman who should murder our 
ucarest aud dearest relations? would it be our duty 
to forgive him and wish his bappiness ? itis certaia 
that it would be our duty. If then, we have that 
forgiving temper, which is required of us, and it 
were at our option, what should be the fate of the 
man, who had murdered our families ; we should be 
satisfied with nothing short of his endless felicity : 
and as endless felicity can never be enjoyed without 
the temper of repentance and holiness of heart ; it 
would be our desire that this murderer might become 
penitent, holy and consequently happy. Did not 
Christ exhibit this temper as au example for our imi- 
tation? ‘‘ Father forgive them for they know not 
what they do.” Is. it nota truth, that there is forgive- 
ness with God? It féllows from the whole of these 
propositions, that that, which is enjoined as our duty 
in forgiveness is enforced by the example of God 
our Saviour, which shines forth in his dealings with 
men, and in the pattern set for us by Jesus Christ. 
God forgives his enemies, all his enemies, or he would 
not enjoin this as our duty. God forgives all his ene- 
mies, or we should not be like him in forgiving our 
enemies : but we are required ¢0 forgive our enemies 
that we may be like our father, who is in heaven. 
REMARKS. 

Who can doubt, from what has been said, of the 
unlimited extent of forgiveness promised in the Gos- 
pel? It is on the certainty of this truth, that the Gos- 
pel is glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. If we make forgiveness conditional, and, in 
any case uncertain that forgiveness never will be ex- 
ercised by God; then was the declaration of the An- 
gel untrue, and we shall no longer be like God in 
forgiving all men. What a door of’revenge would 
this open before us? what scenes of barbarity would 
be witnessed? Nay, what cruelties have been expe- 
rienced from those, who, because they believed that, 
God had no mercy, have ghown no mercy themse{ves ? 






N 
Who have believed that murdeg a rvelty wer® 
an acceptable sacrifice, wel leasing t®God ? If the 
be any rational beings towards whem Got. @ 
endless hatred ; I see not...» men ougit a0 
ercise the same hatred, and they are necessiated to 
it, in order to be like God. What an awful conside- 
ration is this? Quis fendo hec, temperet a lachrymis ? 
Who in relating these things, can refrain from tears? 
What a comfortable and endearing thought is it, 
that with forgiveness we ensure ouf :own felicity in 
this life, and have the assurance that'in the exercise 
of this temper we are imitating the God of al] mercy. 
Is forgiveness the great blessedness of the Gos- 
pel? is it that, which fille Angels with wonder and 
men with praise? will grace herein reign, and boast- 
ing be excluded? will God hereby be glorified and 
peace and good will abound to man on Earth? then 
how reasonable is our Saviour’s injunction; “But I 
say unto you love your enemies, do good to them that 
hate you and pray for themydhat despitely use you 
and persecute you; that you'may be the children of 
your father which isin heaven.” ‘ Let, therefore, 
all malice, and anger and wrath and clamor and evil 
speaking be put away from among you ; and be ye 
kind one to another, tender hearted forgiving one a- 
nother, even as God for Christ’s ‘sake hath forgiven 
you.” —Epitor. 


DANIEL’S PERIODS. 


Years. 

From the law of circumcision to the birth of 
Christ, were 1890 
To his death, 1923 
To the end of the Jews, 1960 


We cannot reconcile many difficulties in chronol- 
ogy, unless we date the commencement of Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s reign 24 years sooner than is usually 
done, which will make it 630 years before tlie birth 
of Christ, and on this the calculation would be as fol- 
LOWS». oye 

* From the first of Nebuchadnezzar to the first 

of Cyrus, — . 70 
From the first of Cyrus to Alexander the great 220 


From Alexander to the birth of Christ, 336 
Deficiency, 4 
630 


Other statements make this period 632 years, viz. 
From the Babylonish captivity to the first of 


Cyrus, 70 
From the first of Cyrus to the death of Darius 
Codomanus, 236 


From the death of Darius to the birth of Christ 326 

632 
The Roman Empire was divided into the eastern 
and western, in A. D. 392. 1260 years are allowed 
for the continuance of this western branch to make 
war, which ended in A. D. 1652; but this only marks 
the decline of the Roman Catholic power. From the 
full strength of the western charch in A. D. 630, she 
has a period of 1260 years which will end in A. D. 
1890. From the latest and best calculations it ap- 
pears that, 
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From the first of Nebuchadnezzar to the first 
of Cyrus were, 

To the commission given to Ezra, 

To the birth of Christ, 

To the destruction of the Jews, 


70 
70 
490 
70 
700 
slation of Daniel’s 70 weeks seems not to 
; because the same Hebrew word is trans- 
ea 3 and weeks. Whereas seventy cannot 
, hor can weeks mean seventy. ithence 
is Véry ev dena the expression, literally, is sev- 
enty seventy, @accordim to the Hebrew Idiom ma- 
jes; and the many (according to history, 
e4 and profane) are seven; hence 70 mul- 
y 7 makes 490. Thus from the guing forth 
of the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem 
upto Messiah the prince, were 70 weeks of 7 days 
each, and these seven times seventy days are so many 
vears, viz, 490.—EpiTor. 


be 
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TEMPORAL POWFRS, DESCRIBED BY 
DANIEL. 
[ Daniel II. 37,38. Thou O king 
art king of kings, for the God 
I. Imperial Baby- }) ofheaven hath given thee a 
lon. kingdom, & power, & strength, 
and glory. Thou art the bead 
of gold. 

Damel II. 32, 39. His breast 
and his arms ofsilyer. Daniel 
i]. Persian Empire. 4 V. 30. In that night was Vel- 
shazzar slain and Darius the 
| Mede took the kingdom. 


and his thighs of brass. Daniel 
Tlf. 20. The ram which thou 
4 sawest having two horns are 
the kings of Media and Persia, 
and the rough goat is the king 
_ of Grecia. 


» Ul. Grecian Em- 
pire. 





{ Daniel II. 32,39. His belly | 





as itis called, which has been sent by the 
“ New York State Tract Society” to every 
school in the state, by the recommendation 0; 
Mr. Sec. Yates, with a view tothe ultimate in. 
troduction of that species of nuisance into ajl 
the common schools. j 

To such as view this outrage on the part of 
J. V. N. Yates, in the light of an individual 
transaction, under cover of his official character, 
the danger to our liberties may not seem gp 
great as they certainly appear, from that souree 
when the conduct of the secretary is viewed 
more minutely, and in connexicn with the other 
features of the same scheme, of which this trans- 
action forms but a small part. This deed of a 
public officer, which has so outraged the feel- 
ings of community that petitions have already 
been sent to the Legislature praying for the re- 
moval of the man from office, is but one link in 
a long chain of schemes that seem to have been 
entered into by an extensive combination of Big- 
ots and Fanatics, for corrupting all the foun- 
tains of early information, by which the minds 
of youth may be chained to the ear of Bigotry, 
at the same moment that laws are sought to be 
procured, at the hands of the state Legislature, 
which, in their operations, shall tend to the pe- 
| cuniary interest and ecclesiastical advancement 
of their legitimate parents. 

All these several schemes we see brought out 
in a course of regular succession, according to 
‘the plan of the actors. In June last, J. V. N. 
: Yates, probably by reason of his official station, 


| . ° . 
| being selected to lead the van, issued his first 
| circular upon the subject of introducing tracts 


| into all the common scheols ; and this was fol- 





iV. Empire of the § Daniel II. 33, 40. His legs of lowed, onthe 30th of July, with anober, direct- 


Daniel VITI. II. 23, 24, 55>: 


Roman Common. iron, Chap. viii. 9, &c. 
Yea be magnified himself even 


( to the prince of the host, &c. 

( Daniel VII.5. And behold an- 

other beast, a second like a 

VI. Mahometan Jj bear, and it raised itself up on 
power. 


V. Imperial Rome. 


| it, arise and devour much flesh. 
{ Daniel Il. 33. His feet, part 
of iron and part of clay. Chap. 
xii. 5. Daniel looked and Jo 
there other two beasts, one on 
this side of the bank of the riv- 
er, and one on that side of the 
| bank of the river. 
f Daniel VII. 7, &c. After this 
I saw inthe night viSions and 
beheld a fourth beast dreadful 
and terrible and strong exceed- 
ingly. And it had great iron 
teeth, it devoured and break 
in pieces, and stamped the resi- 
| due with the feet of it. 


VIl. Eastern Em- 2 
pire. 


VIII. Western Em- 
pire. 


, 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
J. V. N. YATES AND HIS COADJUTORS. 
Within a few days past I have, for the first 
time, laid my hand upon the “ Specimen Tract,” 


one side, and it had three ribs | 
in its mouth, and they said unto | 


ed like the former, “ to the Commissioners, In- 
spectors, and Trustees of Common Schools 
_ throughout the state,” urging the speedy adop- 
| tion of the pian contained in his former commu- 
{nication. This, to give it effect and render it 
| as imposing as possible, begins, “ State of New- 
' York, Secretary’s Office,” &c. like a mandate 
of law, in obedience to the provisions of some 
statute. In this, forgetting that in a Republic, 
power is held by the people, this same J. V. N. 
| Yates on the subject of introducing tracts into 
_allthe common schools, says, “I feel a strong 
‘solicitude for the success of their [the New- 
York State Tract Society’s] benevolent design.” 
- Again, he says, in the same letter, “ To give it 
more full e€ect, LT intend, in a few days, TO 
ISSUE INSTRUCTIONS to the Commission- 
ers and Inspectors of common schools through- 
out fhe state, REQUIRING THEM to institute cele- 
‘brations, &c. The reader will mark the com- 
|manding language of this their servant, and 
judge if more petitions should not be sent to 
the Legislature for his removal. If this man is 
still allowed to hold his present office, and the 
whole priestly plan which has been conceived 
can be carried into effect, the schools which 
.do not comply with the desires of J. V. N. 
Yates and his co-workers, the bigoted clergy 























and fanatic laymen, will ina year or two be 
deprived of all support from the State School 


fuud; and parents be reduced to the melancho- | 


ly necessity of rearing tneir children without ed- 
ucation or, which is quite as bad, of sending 
them to a Theological Seminary, uuder the name 
of a coramon school ; when, instead of learning 
what will fit them for their future stations in life, 
they will be taught only that their God made 
the greatest part of them on purpose to roast to 
all eternity in an endless fire in Hell! This done, 
aud our school fund, which is the property of 
‘he people, will be converted into an engine of 
oppression, to deprive the owners of it of their 
rights, and their posterity of the benefits it was 
designed to bestow. 

These -teps,on the part of J. V. N. Yates, 
opened the way forthe Tract Society to begin 
their part of the scheme. Accordingly they 
have made a communication to the public, 
in which they roundly enongh boast that they 
have the “ official support of J. V. N. Yates, 
Secretary of State, and Acting Superintendent 
of Common Schools,” a very pompous display 
of titles, to be sure. They say they shall jot 
stop short of seeing their tracts in the hands of 
every child that can read in the state!!! The 
tracts, Mr. Yates says, when questioned upon 
the subject of his conduct are not religious or 
sectarian: but the Tract Society, in their com- 
munication, declare that they are both!!) The 
tracts mentioned by both parties are the same ; 
and their two statements resemble the stories of 
two culprits examined separately for a crime, 
when each being desirous to carry his point, 
tells his story as he thinks most to his own ad- 
vantage. 

These several scenes were acted during tue 
past summer and fall; and no sooner was the 
Legislature convened, in winter session, than a 
farther developement of the secret eombination 
was made. The clergy had been, before the 
session commenced, busy in preaching upon the 
subject of stopping Mails, Canal Boats, Steam 
Boats, &c. on Sunday, aud after recommending 
such measures from the pulpit, instead of incul- 
cating good behavior, as they should, they cal- 
led upon the people at the end of such sermons, 
to step forward and sign petitionsto the Legis- 
lature for the purposes mentioned. Since that 
body convened, the present session, a petition 
has been presented, praying that canal boats 
may be stopped by law,on Sunday; that Steam 
Boats may share the same fate, and that the 
Legislature will beset Congress to yet a law 
there, stopping all the mails in the State upon 
the same days! Still another petition has been 
sent to the state Senate, praying, in like manner 
that no Theatre shail be built within one mile 
of any Christian Church !!! 

Such are the combined efforts that are mak- 
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now enjoy, meet these efforts with becoming 
firmness. 
At the end of the “ specimen tract,” which I 
_ have before me, is primed, as belonging to the 
same cause, a page headed, “ Boast not of to- 
morrow.” This piece is designed to show that 
all mirth, festivity and rational enjoyment are 
| very sinful, and to be avoided. ‘The burthen 
_of the tale, which I have heard called a “ pious 
fiction,” is this: A young lady somewhere or 
other, time not stated, was one day preparing to 
attend a village party, by oichadly Winging 
herself in clean clothes, when her mother re- 
quested some deed of her, to which she replied 
she could not then, but would attend to Pra 
nextday. When a carriage called at the daof, 
“ Miss M * was so awfully wicked as to 
step into itin high spirits, and when it drove a- 
way the pious mother was very pensive in con- 
sequence! On the way to the house, in conse- 
quence of having a drunken coachman, which I 
suppose was owing to the gaity of the party in 
the coach, for the tale expressly states that they 
“all talked and laughed together,’ which was 
certainly awful, tiie coach was upset, and Miss 
M was killed. “So much for so inuch,” 
and there ends the story ! Such is the nonsense 
that J. V. N. Yates and his co-workers are try- 
ing to get into ous common schcsols, to be taught 
to the rising generation, instead of the contents 
of the books now in use! A child, instead ot 
reading a page of history, a description of some 
natural curiosity, or a familiar treatise on some 
one of the arts and sciences, is to be seated to a 
task which teaches him that God once contrived 
Matters so as to overturn a coach & kill a young 
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woman, because she talked and laughed, and 
put on clean clothes and was going to a party 
with her friends! And when he has done the 
story he will be told that God is unchangeable, 
from which he may infer that when he is guilty 
of the like sin he will meet a similar fate! This 
kind of stuff has been hawked about the country 
for years, by Tract Societies, Female Tract Sc- 
cieties, Dorcas Societies, &c. and advertised for 
sale by every Tract agent in the state, at one 
mill per page, but all to no purpose—the public 
still refuse to buy and read, even at that price. 
Another plan has been, to send a set of stupid 
beobies about the country in stages, each with a 
bundle of such trash under his arm, a copy of 
which he was to throw out of the carraige to ev- 
ery passer by. Even this was without effect: 
still people would read something more useful ; 
and now, to cap the climax, an attempt is made 
to drive us to receive what no one of us will be 
persuaded to read ourselves, as a reading book 
in our schools for our children, under. penalty 
of the displeasure of J. V. N. Yates, and the loss 
of our public school fund! The clergy finding 
that students of ialent will not enter their Theo- 








ing, at the present moment, to destroy the utility 
of Common Schools, and to convert our state | 
Legislature into an ecclesiastical synod. Let 
those who value the rights and principles we | 


logical Seminaries, and that men of sense _ will 
not read their siupid tracts, have resolved to 
convert every common school into a seminary 
of bigotry, as the only means of enabling them 
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to join church and state in our legislative balls. 
Unless the schemes now afloat, are met by a 
prompt resistance, this will ere long be effected. 
The commissioners and inspectors of common 
sthools, aided by parents generally, have the 
means of putting the matter at rest, and prevent- 
ing the threatened calamity; and should the 
spirit which has actuated some towns upon this 
occasion, become generally diffused over the 
State, our common schools will still remain bles- 
sings, and our liberty of conscience still be pre- 
served @pbut without such measures neither can 


be expected. 
tf FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

ON DREAMS. 
_ Like Elihu I will say, bearken unto me; I 
also will show mine opinion. 

For God speaketh once, yeatwice, yet man 
perceiveth it not. In a dream, ina vision of the 
night, when deep sleep falleth upon mer in 
slumberings upon the bed. Then he openeth 
the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction.— 
That he may withdraw man from his purpose 
and hide pride from man. Job xxxiii. 14, 15, 
16, 17. 

Of these things like Elihu I can bea witness ; 
but how oft I was spoken to before I understood 


. | JOHN. 


the voice of the messenger, I know not ; but of 


one thing lam most confidently certain, that 
not any thing of any consequence takes place 
with me, but what I am warned of itin a dream 
some days before, and the time previous appears 
to be proportioned according to the importaace 
of the case, i. e. ifthe affair is of less consequence 
the time of monition is less, say two or three 
days, but if it is of greater moment the advice 
comes sometimes weeks before the event. This 
is an important subject, and I shall anticipate 
some inquiries which the aspiring mind will de- 
sire to make, such as the following, do you ever 
understand the dream so as directly to forestall 
the event? Yes, I have many times by reflection 
and a careful comparing of the several items of 
the dream, come to a direct conclusion of its 
meaning, have been made to foresee the evil and 
avoid it, asin conformity to the werds of Elihu, 
mine ears have been opened and my instruction 
sealed, and [ was withdrawn from my purpose. 
But can you so understand as to prevent the 
thing represented from taking place? No, for 
the dream is certain and the fulfilment of it is 
sure. The mariner who is warned of a storm 
or a tempest, cannot prevent its coming, but if 
he has any wisdom about him, he will not be ta- 
ken on surprise or found unprepared, and if the 
advice comes for days or weeks before hand, 
he may be safely moored in port. Do you not 
dream of many things that are mere rovings of 
the fancy? Yes, and so consider them. What 
then is the difference between them and _ those 
you consider as monitorial ? When a monitorial 
dream is given, I am instantly awoke as soon as 
the dream is completed, and that without the 


least remains of drowsiness; by this an opportu. 
nity is given of taking a retrospect of the dream, 
and to reflect, compare, and retain it in my mind. 
God speaketli in a dream, in a vision of the 
night, then he openeth the ears of men and seal. 
eth their instruction. ‘But do you consider thes: 
monitions as any great favor’ Yes, an_ inesti- 
mable blessing. ‘These many years I have res:. 
ed in a fixed assurance that not any evil will be. 
fall me, unless Iam previously warned, and some 
of the evils connected with the event [ have an 
opportunity to avoid, my mind is fortified and 
prepared for the incident. I have the unspeak- 
able consolation in the reflection that there is 4 
friendly and faithful watchman of superior cast, 
no passing event can escape his vigilance, or a- 
ny incident in which I am particularly interested 
find me unadmonished. Cy this merciful kind- 
ness I have been enabled to take my rest in 
peace amidst the war of the elements, while oth- 
ers around me were starting and trembling with 
fear. Having such faith in my careful monitor 
I apprehended no danger because I had not 
been warned ofany. ‘These things I feel it my 
duty to testify to the world, and to anite my 
voice with Elihu in saying, God speaketh to 
pman in a dream, in avision of the night he o- 
peneth the cars of men and sealeth their instruc- 
tion, that he may withdraw man from his pur- 
pose, and hide pride from man. 

Be assured then, O ye that are proud, that 
there is a God whose angels are spirits and 
whose ministers are a flume of fire ; that there 
are beings superior to men, who are able to ad- 
monish you for your good, or with the greatesi 
facility to disappoint you in your utmost exer- 
tions. 

ELIHU, 


——---—- 


FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
ADVANCE OF LIGHT. 
Many shall run to and fro, and nowled re shail be 
wncrensed.—DANTEL. 

*“ We have been informed, from a scurce that may 
be relied on, that, at a meeting of the Jersey Pres 
BYTERY, the question ‘whether it be expedient to 
preach the doctrine of election,’ was decided in the at 
firmative, by onE majority only.” —Chvistian Inquiry 
er. 


A few years since, it would have been though: 
the height of impiety to question the expediency 
of preaching the doctriae of election, as it was 
considered to be clearly revealed and strongly 


enforced in the scriptures. But it seems the 
times have changed: and ministers have discov. 
cred there is no such sentiment in the Bible, or 
that it is bad policy for them to preach what 
God has revealed for the edi«cation and solace 
of man. If those, who voted against preaching 
election, believed it be a sacred truth, they were 
disposed to veil the counse! of God, to daub with 
untempered mortar and to cry peace when the 
Lord had not spoken it. If they did not be- 
lieve it, why are they not honest enough to disa- 





vow it at once? or do they find it inexpedient 
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to confess the truth ¢ If the sacred volume con- 
tain this doctrine, let it be taught in a manner 
the most bold and uncompromising ; for no one 
who is God’s messenger has a right to alter his 
instructions, or to conceal them as a matter of 
policy. But when he has become wiser than 
God, and found his directions inexpedient or 
impolitic, he may teach his Instructor, or re- 
nounce his authority, as he shall judge most 
proper. But if the scriptures do not support 
the notion, that part of mankind was elected for 
heaven and part for hell before any of them 
came into existence, it is of the last importance 
that the truth should be preached on this great 
subject; for the doctrine, as it is now inculca- 
ted, has driven thousands into Deism, and prac- 
tical Atheism. It hasconstrained many to say, 
and with correctness too, if we belong to the 
non-elect, and if our disbelief in election deter- 
mine our eternal state, God is not good to all, 
his tender mercies are not over all his works, 
his universal invitations are a cruel mockery, 
and we have no more interest in him, or hope 
from the scriptures, than the trees of the forest 
or the rocksof the desert. Should this doctrine, 
so monstrously absurd, so disgraceful to God 
and so ruinous to man be discarded from the 
pulpit, we should have strong reasons to believe 
that many, who have rejected christianity, would 
be established in the faith of the ancient saints, 
and live in a manner corresponding with heav- 
enly teaching. But while it is enforeed in the 
most stern, in the most chilling manner, (which 
is perfectly right, if the doctrine be true) infidel- 
ity, presumption and despondency will abound, 
and the morality of the gospel be lost in the frost 
of unbelief, the dreams of assurance, or the rav- 
ings of insanity. 

Whatever opinion those entertain who voted 
against preaching election and reprobation, itis 
fully manifest that those who sat in darkness 
have seen a great light, which has induced them 
to surrender the doctrine and to hinder its pro- 
imulgation, or which has taught them the znex- 
pediency of preaching a hard and forbidding te- 
net since the days of implicit faith have passed 
away. In either case, much is gained. If half 
the presbytery believe in election, they have 
found dishonesty the best policy,for they conclu- 
ded it was inexpedient to preach it; if they do 
not believe it, they are not honest enough to own 
it. In whatever light this transaction is viewed, | 
it bears the impress of fraud and expedient du- | 
plicity; its character is therefore settled. When- 
ever men talk about the policy of speaking the 
truth, we are satisfied they will never speak it | 
when they imagine their craft is in danger.— 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
CHARACTER OF MISS LUCY BARNS. 
Lucy Barns, the eldest daughter of Rev. Tim- 
othy Barns, (See No. 3, present volume) was 
born in Jaffrey, (N. H.) A.D. 1780. During 
her infancy and youth, nothing distinguishable 


fulness which was uniformly accompanied with 
gentleness, kindness and forbearance. In seem- 
ed to be her delight to make every one happy 
around her. She would interpose in all cases 
of puerile difficulty for the reconciliation of con- 
tending parties, where there was any prospect 
of success. And when her gentle efforts had 
succeeded in restoring peace and harmony, she 
would wear a smile of complacency and satis- 
faction, that was beantiful and heavenly. 

Considering that her-opportunities for acquir- 
ing an education were quite limited, Lucy made 
excellent proficiency. Of this, no one cau 
doubt, who has seen specimens of her composi- 
tion. She not only delighted in reading aia 
study, but the retentive faculties of her mind 
were such, she retained no ordinary share of 
what she read. 

Though she appeared to take considerable in- 
terest in religious discourse and discussions in 
early life, yet Miss Barns never made any pro- 
fession of particular sentiments of religion, till 
she was about nineteen or twenty years old.— 
Her father removed to Poland, Maine, in the 
year 1799, in which place there was a reforma- 
tion, (as the phrase used to be) among the Meth- 
odists. She attended their meetings as often as 
convenient, and gave all their arguments, ex- 
hortations and frantic exercises, a careful con- 
sideration. ‘The Bible was perused with spe- 
cial and prayerful solicitude. Every chapter 
and verse of the New Testament was examined 
with particular reference to the raging reforma- 
tion, abovementioned. If that singular work 
was authorised by the scriptures, Lucy was per- 
fectly ready to embrace the Methodist views, 
and try to imitate their examples. But the 
more she examined the bible, the more thorough 
was her conviction, that their doctrines, and ma- 
ny of their practices, were absurd and unscrip- 
tural. She could not, therefore, unite herself 
with them. As svon as it was rumored abroad 
that Lucy Barns had professed a belief in the 
doctrine of the final salvation of all men, visiters 
were numerous, whose object was, to persuade 
or drive her from that anchor of the soul, which 
is both sure and steadfast. Bui her acquaint- 
ance with the scriptures, and a peculiar aptitude 
for logical reasoning, enabled her to meet their 
attacks with firmness and success. Every noi- 
sy assailant, who was capable of feeling the 
weight of arguments and inferences, was soon 
convinced that the weapons of her defensive war- 
fare were not carnal but mighty. She availed 
herself of every favorable opportunity to coun- 
terpoise the zeal and frenzy of her opponents, 
by furnishing them with the deductions of reas- 
on and scripture united. But a particular trait 
in the character of this amiable young woman 
was, that she would endeavor to impress the e- 
ternal principle of morality on the minds of all, 
especially of the youth. Both in conversation, 
and in short addresses in the form of written ser- 
mons, in which was displayed purity of mind, 
were read by manv; she strove to be useful.— 





was discernable, excepting that innocent cheer- 
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Such was her conversation, manner of hand- 
ling religious subjects, and general ceportment, 
that all her acquaintance pronounced her a real 
Christian, though she might err in faith. ‘They 
were constrained to give their testimony in fa- 
vor of an avowed, active, and confirmed Uni- 
versalist. 

During the three last years of her life, Miss 
Barns wrote many letters, dissertations and 
pieces of poetry on religious subjects, some of 
which were collected and published in a small 
volume, soon after her death, by the urgent so- 
licitation of her particular friends. ‘The pam- 
phle of 71 octave pages, is entitled “ Tue Fr- 
MALE CurisTIAN : Containiag selections from 
the writings of Miss Lucy Barns.” It may 
be proper to give some brief extracts from the 
little book, that readers whu have not perused 
it, may have a specimen of the stvle and com- 
position. The following is from a letter to an 
intimate acquaintance residing in the same 
neighborhood. 

“ Now is the season for culling flowers ; and 
I could wish to collect, and transplant into my 
mind, some of every sort which can afford a 
&@ moments pleasure, or can possibly contribute 
to sweeten and temper the sorrows and difficul- 
ties of this life. Amongst which, I shall take 
the liberty to rank the flower of friendship, 
which is the fair growth of your worthy and af- 
fectionate heart ; Inthe cultivation of which, I 
anticipate much pleasure and satisfaction. But 
whilst gleaning in every garden, from whence 
the flowers of consolation may be derived, ] do 
not forget that affectionate regard and kind at- 
tention of my other friends and neighbors, man- 
ifested towards me during the many distressing 
scenes of sickness I have experienced in this 
place; but the pleasing contemplation of their 
benevolence, ever has been, and still continues 
to be, a source of great consolation to me. And 
as it will never be in my power to repay them, 
nor any of my friends, for their kindness to me, 
[hope they will rest satisfied that they are in 
full possession of my unfeigned and lasting 
gratitude, and that they have my earnest prayers 
that they may receive their recompense from 
him, who has promised a rich reward to those 
who are kind to the sick and needy. 

“* But what contributes most to my felicity in 
this world is a firm and steady hope of posses- 
sing eternal and unalloyed happiness in the 
next.” 

Such sentiments and expressions are the 
spontaneous effusions of a pure heart and an 
enlightened mind. 

The next extract which we shall offer is from 
* A Letter addressed to an aged Lady, just 
brought into the liberty of the gospel ;” and it 
expresses in few words the views which the 
saint-like young woman entertained of the chas- 
iisements of God ; and exhibits the bright and 
unwavering hope which sustained her in scenes 
of affliction and distress. 

* [know the punishments of the Almighty 





for sin and wickedness are very severe ; but al. 
though our heavenly Father visits our trans- 
gressions with a rod and our iniquities with 
stripes, yet St. Paul tells us He doth not (as our 
earthly parents have done) chasten us after his 
own pleasure, but for profit, that we may be 
partakers of his holiness. 

* With regard to my health, it is very low in- 
deed, I am not able to walk out of my room, 
nor to sit up but a few moments at a tinie, so 
that I have been many days in writing these 
lines ; but although they are penn’d by a feeble 
hand, yet, through the grace of God, they pro- 
ceed from a heart strong in faith, though on the 
verge of eternity.” 

The last production of Miss Barns’ pen, cal- 
led an “ ExHorTATION” was finished the day 
before he: death. It proceeds in the strain of 
pure and undefiied religion before God and the 
Father. It is a correct and impressive index 
of the pious heart from which it flowed. Tho’ 
the style is not ornamented with the tinsel of 
rhetoricians, yet it is enriched with all the un- 
studied fervor, gravity and resignation, whict: 
would be requisite to a chapter of an inspired 
volume. The following are the cor:clading sen- 
tences of that sentimental exhortation. 

* Let us therefore be humble, and indeavor 
to pursue the paths of peace, and to walk in 
the straight and narrow way. And whenever 
we discover any going on in vice and wicked- 
ness, and walking in the broad road, in search 
of happiness, let'us pity their weakness and fol- 
ly, and mistaken ideas of bliss; and endeavor 
if possible to restore them in the spirit of meek- 
ness ; “considering ourselves lest we also be 
tempted.” For if we had their temptations, 
we might perhaps, do equally as bad or even 
worse than they. 

“* Mercy to other’s failings show, 

* As you would be forgiven ; 

‘¢ The best man’s lot, alas, were wee, 
‘* Was mercy not in heaven.” 

May every blessing attend you, which can 
contribute in the least, both to your temporal 
and spiritual welfare. May the God of peace 
be with you always. May you be patient in 
tribulation, remembering that whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and that these afflictions 
which are sent for our profit, are but short, but 
the joys which will soon dawn upon us, are of 
an endless duration. 

I cannot expect to enjoy your society but a 
little longer in this world, but trust we shall 
meet again in those blest mansions of bliss, 
where pain and sorrow durst not invade, and 
where parting is no more.” 

We are persuaded that no person of christian 
temper and feelings, can peruse the writings a- 
bove noticed, without the fullest conviction that 
the author was endowed with the spirit and mind 
of Jesus—that she was a christian in deed and 
in truth. They will feel constrained to believe 
that her heart was the seat of the christian gra- 
ces, and her life an ornament tothe doctrine o! 
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imp«rtial benevolence. Muss Barns died of an 
asthmatic consumption, at Poland, Me. August 
29, A. D. 1809, in the 29th year of her age.— 
She had from a child been afflicted with the asth- 
ma, particularly during the summer seasons.— 
But for several years befure her death, the com- 
plaint became more severe and alarming. Tho’ 
the distress and pressure at her lungs were tre- 
quently so great, that she seemed to be in tie 
agonies of death, the first language she uttered 
would be intended to console and comfort her 
dear parents, sisters and friends. Her individ- 
ual hope in Christ, and her faith in the Univer- 
sal Salvation of God, remained firm and unwa- 
vering to the last ; and even in the dread strug- 
gles of expiring aature, the smile of heavenly se- 
renity was visible on her countenance, evincing 
a willingness to sleep in death, that she might 
rest in God. Never did a respectful child en- 
ter upon a journey to visit her absent parents 
with more alacrity than Lucy Barns resigned 
herself into the hands of a merciful God, to be 
transported tothatcountry from whose bourne 
no traveller returns. 

FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
CONFESSION OF FAITH. 
(Continued from page 61.) 

Duly imnpressed with the responsibility which man- 


‘kind are under to ‘‘ the father of the spirits of all 


flesh,” to whom they are accountable for all their 
acts, I shall attempt a further examination ofthe Pres- 
byterian Confession of Faith; and through the be- 
nign interposition of the God of all grace, may the 
reader be enabled to distinguish between truth and 
error, and to aid in extending the holy influences of 
renuine religion to the bosom of the whole human 
family. 

By the corfessiou of faith, it will be seen that the 
threshold of the puritan church can only be passed 
under a solemn acknowledgment, that the divine il- 
luminations shed abroad by the lights of the new birth 
afford certain evidence of being within the pale of the 
Redeemer’s power and mercy. Yet in chapter 3d, 
page 28, 30, the candidate must believe, or declare 
he believes, that “by the decree of God, for the 
manifestation of his glory, some men and angels are 
predestinated unto everlasting life, and others fore- 
ordained to everlasting death.” ‘ That these angels 
and men, thus predestinated and foreordained, are 
particularly and unchangeable designed, and their 
number so certain and definite, that it cannot be in- 
creased or diminished.” That ‘ those of mankind, that 
are predestinated unto life, God, before the foundation 
of the world was laid, according to his eternal and im- 
mutable purpose, and the secret counsel and good 
pleasure of his will, has chosen in Christ unto ever- 
lasting glory out of his mere free grace and love, 
without aay foresight of faith or good works, or per- 
severance in either of them, or any other thing in the 
creature, as conditions or causes moving him there- 
unto ; and all to the praise of his glorious grace.”— 
That “‘as God hath appointed the elect unto glory, 
50 hath he by the eternal and most free purpose of 
his will, foreordained all the means thereunto,” &c. 
That “ neither are any other redeemed by Christ ef- 
fectually called, adopted and saved but the elect on- 
lv,” and that “the rest of mankind, the non-elect, 
God was pleased according to the unsearchable coun- 
sel of his owa free will, &c. to pass by, andto ordain 


them to dishonor and wrath for their sins, to the praise 
of hts glorious justice.” 

Dr. Young in commenting upon the infamous doc- 
trine of election and reprobation, says, that “ the 
most formidable device which the devil has ever plan- 
ned for the destruction of mankind, is the successful 
attempt which he has made to traduce the moral char- 
acter of the Deity.” I shall not here stop to enquire 
into the effects of traducing “the moral character of 
the Deity,” but ask the candid reader, if the devil is 
engaged in this work, what device could promise more 
certain and lasting success than the above article of 
puritan orthodoxy? What then can be more derog- 
atory to the character of Jehovah, than to be repre- 
sented as partial in the exercise of his mercy, cruel 
in his feelings, and vindictive in his punishments ? 

It will not be denied, that God is the author of the 
unnumbered millions of souls which have been bro’t 
into a state of existence, and which otherwise could 
never have offended, nor in any manner have suffer- 
ed the pains of his displeasure. But the singular i- 
tem of faith under consideration, makes it irrevocably 
determined from all eternity, asa step preparatory to 
the commencement of the buman creation, that a 
definite part should be the subjects of satan, and with 
him be doomed to eternal bonds and torments in a 
lake of fire. I shall not in the present number ad- 
vert to the truths disclosed in the gospel upon this 
subject, but I ought perhaps here to premise, that the 
scriptures recognize no doctrines which are at war 
with common sense, or inconsistent with exact jus- 
tice. The frail sinner is no where told, that the aton- 
ing blood of the Saviour is not for him. The time- 
serving hypocrite is no where informed, that he can 
barter the groans of his redeemer for sumptuous fare, 
and make them a medium through which the chari- 
ties of the public are communicated to his pocket, 
and when called at the judgment seat, that he can 
plead in bar, a predetermined salvation on the part of 
his God. It will not be pretended, that the princi- 
ples embraced in the article of faith alluded to, were 
known to the primitive followers of Christ, or that 
they can be traced toa period, beyond the earliest 
corruptions of the christian church. 


It isto be feared at this day, that there but few 
who critically examine the creeds they acknowledge, 
and that there are a less number who distinctly un- 
derstand them. I can hardly believe that a human 
being, not divested of every rational perception, can 
believe that God by his immutable decrees, has left 
no duties forman to perform which can avail bim any- 
thing, even through the intercession and sufferings of 
the Saviour. If, for instance, the Almighty moved 
by the ** counsels of his own will,” predetermined the 
salvation of the orthodox clergy, the Saviour had 
nothing to dowithit. Indeed if every thing has been 
predestin@ted to answer the inscrutable purposes of 
providence, for what end, and for whom did Jesus 
bleed and die? One part of mankind were lost from 
the beginning, their fate sealed and registered in hea- 
ven, in pursuance of the will and power of Jehovah, 
whose decrees, even the influence and merits of the 
cross can neverchange. Christ could not have suf- 
fered for the elect, who had no need of a Saviour.— 
They are the chosen vessels of mercy, and their hap- 
piness can be no more obscured in the labyrinths of 
hypocrisy and transgression, than the miseries of the 
non-elect can be alleviated by obedience and repen- 
tance. 

It is hoped that what has been said will be sufficient 
to call the attention of the candid Presbyterian rea- 
der to this article of his faith, which has been palmed 
upon nine tenths of the orthodox world, without hav 
ing been understood or believed. 
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POETRY. 





Gentile world must be confounded, 


See how Christians love the Lord. E. B. 





If will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 








FROM THE PHILADELPHIA REFORMER. 


MODERN CLERGY. 
See how the clergy strive to blind us, 
And exalt themselves as kings; 
While we listen, slip behind us, 
Seize our purses, cut the strings. 


Tell us we in sin are hardened, 
Ifto them we wont apply ; 
Reprobates that can’t be pardoned. 
Though we weep, lament, and cry. 


Give us part of all your treasures, 

As our learning was so dear, 

For your good we'll then take measures, 
Pray for you and God will hear. 


Pay us offin current money, 

This our labors well demand; 

Then you'll feed on milk and honey, 
Enter in the promised Jand. 


Don’t refuse to pay your preachers, 
We must better live than you, 

Lest we cease to be your teachers ; 
And you’r wretched if we do. 


For none but those of holy breeding 
Can expound the scriptures well; 
If you miss the sense in reading, 
You’r directly bound to bell. 


Taken by the roaring Lion, 
Worse by far than Algerine ; 

You can’t pass from thence to Zion. 
Awful gulphs are fixed between. 


Pay us well and there’s no danger, 
Therefore make the payment out, 
Though you starve the poor or stranger, 
God will love you make no doubt. 


The better you support your teachers, 
Better they can do by you, 

God delights to see his preachers 
Dressed in robes of richest hue. 


Build us stately habitations ; 
Spacious, lofty, neat, and gay ; 
Rooms to study your salvation, 
Notes to preach, and forts to pray. 


Build a temple where the people 
Every Sabbath must appear; 
Hang a bell beneath the stceple 
Which may toll them timely there. 


Make us pulpits with the choicest 
Velvet cushions fine and dear; 
Sounding boards to help our voices, 
Grace the sound and please the ear. 


Fix a time piece just before us* 
For to tell us when to preach, 

Then we'll lift our lofty voices, 
Deal a portion out to each. 


Then the trumpet shal be sounded 
And your fame will spread abroad : 


* This practice is seldom met with in the country, 
but is common in towns and cities. 


IMPORTANT TO THE ReExiGrious Pustic, 
THE UNIVERSALIST. 

The public are respectfully informed that a 
union of the Rochester Magazine, Gospel In- 
quirer and Herald of Saivation, has taken 
place, and that one paper as a substitute for the 
three will be henceforth published at Utica, un- 
der the title of | 

THE UNIVERSALIST. 

As this new publication shall unite, in one 
focus the literary and religious effurts of the for- 
mer three, and be afforded for One Dollar and 
Fifty cents, which is only one half of the for- 
mer expense, the Patrons of the Magazine, In- 
quirer, and Herald cannot fail to share in the 
general satisfaction resulting from the measures 
which have been adopted by the Editors. Iv- 
ery reflecting mind will easily perceive the ad- 
vantages arising from a combination of intellec- 
tual and pecuniary resources, and at once dis- 
cover the pre-eminence of a paper, ably man- 
aged and liberally supported, over a number 
circumscribed both in means and circulation. 

To the efforts of the former Editors will be 
added the co-operation of Br. S. R. Smith, 
which is esteemed a valuable acquisition ; and 
from the character of the former papers it will 
easily be perceived that thegrand object of“ Tus 
| UnrvERSALIST,” will be the promulgation and 
defence ofthat glorious Gospel of the grace of 
God, which bringeth salvation to all men. 
| The Editors have labored, hitherto, in the 
‘benevolent work, even to the injury of personal 
property, and arestill disposed to sacrifice in- 
dividual concerns to the interest of common sal- 
vation ; let therefore a philanthropic and en- 
lightened public, aid in the glorious enterprize, 
| by affording that support to “ Tue Universat- 
1st,” which its claims to public patronage most 
justly demand. 

“ Tue UNiversa.isT,” containing 16 octa- 
vo pages, will be published semi-monthly at U- 
tica, for One Dollar and Fifty Cents a year, 

aid in advance. 

All who are disposed to patronize the work, 
will please to forward their subscriptions with- 
out delay, as no numbers will be issned without 
payment. 

Persons wishing to encourage “ The Univer- 
salist,”’ can apply to either of the Editors, who 
will receive their subscriptions and supply them 
with the numbers as soon as they are issued. 

The Editors intend to issue the first number 
of “ The Universalist” about the first of March 
next. | 

JOHN S. THOMPSON, 

STEPHEN R. SMITH, 
GEORGE B. LISHER. 
: January, 1823. 








